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     Events to Remember 

ALL ATHLETIC EVENTS CAN 

BE FOUND ON PAGE 2 UNDER 

ACTIVITIES 

Activities and sports events 

change constantly to stay in-

formed and up to date please 

visit-sd149.com and download 

the calendar link. 

 February 1-Red Cross Blood Drive 

9:00am –1:30 pm  

February 5- School Board Meeting 

6:30pm-Reed Library 

February 16-HS/MS Idaho State Civic 

Symphony at the Stephens Performing 

Arts Center on the ISU campus on Feb 

16 at 7:30 pm.  

February 19– Presidents Day            

 No School  

February 27– Ready for Kindergarten 

5:00 -7:00 pm  

March 4- School Board Meeting 6:30pm-

Reed Library 

Superintendent’s Letter 

Dear North Gem Community, 

I hope this message finds you well as we embrace the month of February with enthusi-
asm and pride in the accomplishments of our students, educators, and staff. It is with 
great pleasure that I share some highlights and celebrate the ongoing success of our 
schools. 

Academic Achievements: 
Our students continue to excel academically, demonstrating the commitment to learn-
ing and a desire for developing new skills and knowledge. Whether it's in the class-
room, through virtual platforms, fieldtrips, or in extracurricular activities, our students 
showcase their intellectual curiosity and dedication to personal growth. Congratulations 
to all for their hard work and commitment to learning.  North Gem students continue to 
achieve at expected levels of proficiency and we are very proud of them. 
 
Innovative Teaching Practices: 
Our educators have been at the forefront of innovation, implementing creative teaching 
practices to engage and inspire our students. From incorporating technology in the 
classroom to adopting effective teaching methodologies, our teachers are fostering an 
environment that promotes critical thinking, collaboration, and adaptability.  We are 
also working daily to give our students real world hands on experiences to prepare them 
for the opportunities they will have. 
 
Student Involvement and Leadership: 
Our schools are not just places of learning but also hubs of community and leadership 
development. Students are actively involved in activities, sports, and community ser-
vice initiatives, showcasing their talents, leadership skills, and dedication to making a 
positive impact. We are proud to witness the emergence of future leaders within our 
school community. 
 
Community Support and Engagement: 
The success of our schools is a result of the collaborative effort of students, educators, 
parents, the PTA, Education Foundation, Boosters, and the broader community. Your 
support, involvement, and dedication to our educational mission play a crucial role in 
creating an environment where students can thrive and reach their full potential. Thank 
you for being integral members of our educational community.  We will be hosting stu-
dent led conferences and school showcase events again on March 7th and invite you to 
attend.  Our last conferences had tremendous turn out and we hope you will all come 
again to see your students’ goal achievements and projects.   
 
In closing, take a moment to appreciate the collective achievements of our students. 
Each success, no matter how big or small, contributes to the overall growth and devel-
opment of our students and the community at large.  
 
Thank you for your continued support, and let's carry this positive momentum forward 
into the coming months. Wishing everyone a fantastic February filled with safe travels, 
good weather, a productive start to the calving season, and success for our community! 

Sincerely,   
Dr. Todd Shumway, Superintendent 



Counselor’s Message 
Hello Cowboys! 

 
We’ve had a great January!  Congrats to all the students on starting the second semester classes.  
Keep up the good work! 

 
This past month several of our high school students went with me to tour Brigham Young University 
- Idaho.  We were able to attend a Tuesday afternoon devotional and explore the student center to see 
what daily life is like there.  We were also able to connect with several professors and department 
heads who took groups of students to tour the communications department–including the publica-
tions and BYU-I radio station, the engineering department with its labs, shops, and garages, and the 
agriculture/horticulture department with all its varied greenhouses. 

 
For our Juniors and Seniors and their parents–we are in the throws of scholarship and college appli-
cation/acceptance season!  If you haven’t looked at or become familiar with the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or are not familiar with the NextSteps Idaho initiative, Idaho 
LAUNCH program, or the Idaho Opportunities Scholarship then please consider the following op-
portunity! 

 
On Thursday, February 15th at 7:00 North Gem will host a FAFSA and Scholarship night for 
Seniors, Juniors and their parents.  Refreshments will be served.  Bring your laptop, or come use 
the ones we will have available, to work on the FAFSA and find scholarships or programs.  Please 
review the following website to understand what information you will need to have to complete the 
FAFSA: 

https://studentaid.gov/help/info-needed 
 

Parents are highly encouraged to come and ask questions about any of the Idaho scholarship opportu-
nities, the FAFSA, or anything else aimed at getting our students to succeed in achieving their goals 
and plans.  I will give a short intro presentation on NextSteps Idaho and Idaho LAUNCH and will 
have information on scholarships and programs. 

 
Bring goals, dreams, ideas, plans, schemes and let's talk about ways we can make them a reality!  
Our students, your children, are incredible and have spent their entire lives working toward what 
comes after high school.  Their potential is far greater than they can begin to see.  Let’s help them 
turn dreams into goals, goals into plans, and plans into reality! 

 
To our Seniors and Juniors: It can be done.  You can do it.  There is a way.  Let's make it happen–
whatever it is. 

 
All our students are fantastic and it's a humbling pleasure to work with all of them.  Keep it up guys! 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Walter Eiman 

Counselor 



North Gem High School Girls Basketball 2023-24 

Day  Date  Location  Opponent  Time 

Girls District Basketball Tournament January 27, 30, 31, February 3, 7, 8,  

High Seed will host. Times TBD  Please check the school website calendar 

State Play in Game February 10 @ McCall 

Girls State Tournaments in Boise February 16-17 

North Gem High School Boys Basketball  

Day   Date   Location  Opponent  Time   

Thurs.   February 1, Home   Alturas Prep  6:00 pm 

Friday   February 2,  Home   Rockland  6:00 pm  

Tuesday  February 6 Home   Grace Lutheran 6:00 pm Senior Night 

Boys District Basketball Tournament February 7, 9, 13, 14, 17, 21, 22,  

High Seed will host. Times TBD  Please check the school website calendar.  

State Play in Game February 24 @ Cascade 

Boys State Tournaments in Boise March 1-2  

North Gem High School Cheerleaders 

Day   Date   Location  Event  Time   

Friday   February 2,  Home  Mini Cheer Camp  10:00 am 

Friday   February 9,  Snake River  District Cheer Competition  

North Gem High School Wrestling 

Day   Date   Location  Opponent  

Friday   February 2  Away   Malad     

Friday   February 16 District Wrestling @ Westside  

Fri-Sat  February 22-23  State Wresting Holt Arena Pocatello Idaho  

North Gem Junior High School Boys Basketball 2023-24 

Day  Date  Location  Opponent Time 

Thursday  February 1  Home  Rockland 3:00pm  

Wednesday  February 7 Away   Sho-Ban 4:00pm 

Tuesday  February 13,  Away   Rockland 4:00 pm 

Thursday  February 15 Away   Watersprings  4:00 pm  



North Gem Wrestling  
By Coach Danny Barfuss 

January has been tough with sickness, 
injuries, and weather. The boys started 
in Bear Lake shaking off the dust from 
Christmas break. We then went to the 
Aberdeen tournament and ended up 
with Lukky leading the team with a 3-
2 record, Luke 2-2, and Haydn 2-3. 
Last week we went to Kooskia for the 
Clearwater Valley North/South Duals. 
This was one of the best tournaments 
we have ever been to. The boys being 

able to compete against the 
north schools we never get 
to see except at the State fi-
nals. They competed in 10 
duals with Potlatch, Nampa 
Christian, Clearwater Valley, 
St. Maries, Grangeville, 
Lakeside, Kellogg, Priest 
River, McCall, and Ririe. 
The first week of February is 
District Duals in Malad fol-
lowed by the District tourna-
ment in Westside. They will 
be working hard the next 
couple of weeks trying to se-
cure a spot at the state finals. 
I wish these boys good 
health and know they will 
work hard. Good luck at dis-
tricts boys. Let’s bring home 
some hardware. 
Danny Barfuss    



 Girls Basketball Regular Season Ends 
By Coach Ken Christensen 

The Lady Cowboys finished their regular season having played twenty varsity games 
and eight junior varsity games. The girls finished up with an overall record of 9-11 and 
a conference record of 9-6. This puts us right in the middle, fifth out of ten teams. 
 I challenged the girls on the first day, don’t be late for practice and don’t miss 
practice. We haven’t had any tardiness at all, however, illness and injuries are impossi-
ble to avoid. We still have five of the eleven girls who have not missed a practice yet. 
They include Indyana Hatch, Sage Daniels, Katelyn Whiting, Kymberli Jensen, and 
Dally Frandsen. 
 Each girl has been awarded the player of the game belt at least once this season. 
Each young lady has improved an incredible amount.  
 Senior night was held on Tuesday January 23rd. We celebrated our two seniors, 
Samantha Yost and Hayden Corta. Both girls are super young ladies and they will be 
sorely missed.  
 The last two years have been huge learning experience for all those involved. It 
has been two of my favorite years coaching ever. Last year, five of the ten girls were 
freshman, and though we were only able to muster five conference wins, it was enjoya-
ble to work extra hard to help them understand the game. This year, four of the eleven 
girls again were freshman. This time we were able to earn nine conference wins, and 
again work extra hard to help them understand the game. 
 Bring on the district tournament! 



North Gem Boys Basketball  
January Report 

 

The North Gem boys basketball team put together a successful month of January.  At the time of this writing, the 
boys had won 6 and lost 3 during the first month of 2024.   
 
The boys kicked off the new year with a big home win against Sho-Ban 63 – 33.  Ryver Hayden led the way with 19 
points and a career high 16 rebounds.  The Cowboys followed this home win with a tightly contested win in Poca-
tello against Grace Lutheran.  The game was much closer than the final score indicated as the boys battled for the 
entire game and eventually ended up winning 57 – 44. Evan O’Brien paced the Cowboys with a strong 26 points and 
19 rebounds. 
 
The following week saw the schedule get wrecked by the weather with a couple of games getting cancelled.  The 
North Gem teams managed to squeeze in a conference game at Watersprings early in the week however.  Despite a 
valiant effort in which the boys had whittled a double-digit Watersprings lead to just 5 several times in the 4th quar-
ter, the Cowboys eventually fell 57 – 43. 
 
The Cowboys split a couple of road conference games the following week, beating Sho-Ban 48-38 and losing to 
Mackay 61 – 55.  In the Sho-Ban game, Gage Setser stuffed the stat sheet with 8 points, 4 rebounds, 5 assists, and 2 
steals while Evan O’Brien turned in his usual double double with 12 points and 13 rebounds.  Against Mackay, we 
had four players, Ryver Hayden, Craig Yost, Gage Setser, and Evan O’Brien all score in double figures in the losing 
effort. 
 
The boys bounced back from their loss at Mackay with two important conference wins at home against Leadore and 
Taylor’s Crossing.  Both games were won by at least 25 points and represented the high water mark for the Cowboys 
offense so far this season with 72 and 65 points scored, respectively.  The boys, playing their 4th game in 7 days, took 
a tough loss at Malad to end the games so far in January. 
 
The boys have really come together as a team and have set themselves up to be in a position to host a district playoff 
game or two in a couple of weeks. 
 
Tracey Corta 
Head Coach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Senior Night   
     will be  
 February 6, 2024 
           Thanks to  
 Michalene Rindlisbasker 
 for the athletics pictures.  



Idaho Student Selected for Prestigious United States 
Senate Youth Program   

(BOISE) – Two exceptional high school seniors have been selected to 
represent Idaho at the prestigious 62nd annual United State Senate 
Program, to be held March 2 – 9 in Washington D.C. Students are se-
lected for the program based on their service in high-level elected or 
appointed leadership positions. This year, senior Alyson Reed from 
North Gem High School in Bancroft will join other high-
performing high school seniors and juniors from around the country 
for an intensive, weeklong experience in the nation’s capital. Delegates 
will have the opportunity to hear major policy addresses by senators 
and cabinet members and will participate in meetings with the presi-
dent and a justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. They will also be also 
awarded $10,000 scholarships for undergraduate studies at the higher 
education institution of their choice. Congratulations Aly! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Official press release from the United States Senate Youth Program is on 
the following pages.  











SCHOOL LUNCH PRICES 2023-24 

      

MONTH   REDUCED K-4TH GRADE 5-12TH GRADE ADULT 

Day rate  0.40 3.20 3.40 4.70 

August 8 3.20 25.60 27.20 37.60 

September 15 6.00 48.00 51.00 70.50 

October 18 7.20 57.60 61.20 84.60 

November 16 6.40 51.20 54.40 75.20 

December 12 4.80 38.40 40.80 56.40 

January 17 6.80 54.40 57.80 79.90 

February 16 6.40 51.20 54.40 75.20 

March 12 4.80 38.40 40.80 56.40 

April 18 7.20 57.60 61.20 84.60 

May 14 5.60 44.80 47.60 65.80 

TOTALS  58.40 467.20 496.40 686.20 

• Transportation Assistant  

• Bus Aide 

• 1:1 Elementary Aide  

• Substitute Bus Drivers 

• Substitute Custodial 

• Substitute Teachers 





Community News  
City of Bancroft  

Please remember to remove 

your vehicles from the street 

to allow for clean up after 

heavy snow storms. 

 

 

Please remove your garbage cans 

from the street as soon as possible 

after they have been emptied on 

Thursday, to assist with the 

maintenance and clean up of the 

streets during the winter.  

















 


