Insuring our future by developing Character, Confidence, and Competence.
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1.  Understand Scientific Inquiry and Develop Critical Thinking Skills

a. Write and analyze questions that can be answered by conducting scientific experiments.  

    6.S.1.6.1

b. Conduct scientific investigations using a control and variables.  Repeat same experiment using 

    alternate variables. 6.S.1.6.2

c. Select and use appropriate tools and techniques to gather and display data. 6.S.1.6.3

d. Use evidence to analyze data in order to develop descriptions, explanations, predictions, and 

    models. 6.S.1.6.4

e. Test a hypothesis based on observations. 6.S.1.6.5

f. Communicate scientific procedures and explanations. 6.S.1.6.6

It is the intent of the assessment committee that benchmark one be used to investigate the content benchmarks below. 

Physical Science – suggested topic sinking and floating
2.  Understand the Structure and Function of Matter and Molecules and Their Interactions

a. Compare and contrast the differences among elements, compounds and mixtures. 6.S.2.1.1

b. Define the properties of matter. 6.S.2.1.2

c. Compare densities of equal volumes of a solid, a liquid, or a gas.  6.S.2.1.3

d. Describe the effect of temperature on density. 6.S.2.1.4

e. Explain the nature of physical change and how it relates to physical properties (the distance  

    between molecules as water changes from ice to liquid water, and to water vapor).  6.S.2.1.5
Biology -  suggested topic animal anatomy
Earth and Space – suggested topic water cycle
 Understand Scientific Theories of Origin and Subsequent Changes in the Universe and Earth    

 Systems

a. Explain the interactions among the solid earth, oceans, atmosphere, and organisms. 6.S.4.1.1

b. Explain the water cycle and its relationship to weather and climate. 6.S.4.1.2

c. Identify cumulus, cirrus, and stratus clouds and how they relate to weather changes. 6.S.4.1.3

Personal and Social – suggested topic industrial pollution
 Understand Common Environmental Quality Issues, Both Natural and Human Induced

a. Identify issues for environmental studies. 6.S.5.1.1

6th Grade Science Benchmarks
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