8th Grade Benchmark Standards

Spelling

1. The student uses correct spelling in day-to-day writing as found in Rebecca Sitton’s high frequency word list. Word # 1001 - 1200
2. The student uses common spelling rules such as: 
· doubling the consonant

· i before e

· possessives

· contractions

· prefixes un-, re-, in-, dis-, en/em-, non-,in/im-, over-, mis-, sub-, pre-, inter-, fore-, de-, trans-, super-, semi-, anti-, mid-

· Suffixes –ed, -ing, -ly, -er/or, -ion/tion, -ible/able, -al, -y, -ness, -ity, -ment

· plurals

Reading
1. The student reads fluently at grade level and comprehends grade level text well enough to master grade level concepts in all content areas. 
2. The student synthesizes reading assignments using: 
· Main ideas/ supporting details

· Identify important information

· New information/ prior knowledge

· Draw conclusions

· Inferences

· Cause and effect

· Problem and solution

3. The student identifies how an author uses language.

· point of view
· Authors purpose

· Conflict resolution

Writing

1. The student writes and demonstrates the following skills:

· Conventions  ( E )

· Organization ( E)

· Word Choice ( E )

· Ideas ( E )

· Voice ( E )

· Sentence Fluency ( E )

· Legibility ( E )

2. The student applies the steps of the writing process.

Communication
1. Plan and deliver oral presentations that incorporate the following:

· Effective transitions

· Logical organizations

· Support for main ideas

· Appropriate examples

· Responses to questions and feedback

· Visual aids and appropriate technology

· Standard American English 
