10th Grade (Sophomore) Benchmarks
Reading

1. The student expands vocabulary by:

· Using context clues

· Studying figurative language, similes, metaphors, idioms, analogies, hyperbole, onomatopoeia, personification, imagery, and symbolism 
2. The student reads fluently at grade level and comprehends grade level text. 

3. The student uses reading as a learning tool to master grade level concepts in all content areas. 

Literature
1. The student uses literary concepts to interpret and respond to text by:
· Describing different types of characters (e.g. protagonist, antagonist, round, flat, etc.)

· Analyzing setting 

· Identifying, analyzing, and evaluating the use of plot elements (e.g. conflict, crises/turning moment, climax etc.)

· Identifying, analyzing, and evaluating the use of literary devices (e.g. foreshadowing, flashback, irony etc.)

Writing

1. The students use writing as a tool for learning throughout the curriculum.

2. The students use a writing process that includes generating ideas, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing to produce written text. 
3. The students will use organization that enhances the reader’s understanding.

· The student writes an introduction, supporting paragraphs and a conclusion on an assigned topic.

4. The student uses clear and fluent sentences.
Research

1. The student uses effective research practices.

2. The student collects, sorts, and selects credible sources and information from a variety of media and formats. 
· The student gathers current and authoritative sources.

· The student selects appropriate sources from electronic, print and expert categories based upon audience, occasion and context. 
3. The student uses ethical research practices.

· The student cites all sources. 
Communication

1. Plan and deliver oral presentations that incorporate the following:

· Effective transitions

· Logical organizations

· Support for main ideas

· Appropriate examples

· Responses to questions and feedback

· Visual aids and appropriate technology

· Standard American English 
